IMPACT OF CHRISTIANITY ON WESTERN CULTURE
Different scholars have fronted arguments and counterarguments on the origin and development of western culture. There has been a long-standing denial of the contribution of Christianity in the modern system and prolonged ignorance about the same. The bible itself has a great illustration of the current systems of government, language, works of art and literature that have been greatly influenced by Christian writings. Historians like Alvin Schmidt have written widely on the profound impact of Christianity on the development of the western way of life. Throughout the long western history, the church has been the most significant contributor to social services like Medicare, philosophy, politics, culture, and history. Through Christianity, literacy was preserved, systems established, and civilization was hatched. 
Christianity influenced western culture in multiple ways including politics, literacy, and human relations. When it came to politics, form the early days, Christianity became a strong force that unified Europe after the fall of the Roman Empire. Cathedrals of those times still remain iconic places that lead to the rise of a new age. The growth of literacy can also be traced back to Christianity. Most of the early schools and universities were established by the church. Monasteries promoted the continuation and interests in education throughout the west. Educational institutions were a creation of the Medieval Christian setting. With regard to human philosophy, the teachings of Jesus form the essential human notions being used up to date. Virtues of love, compassion, the role of families, condemning divorce, and abuse of human rights were primarily influenced by Christian teachings. From the above instances we can undoubtedly appreciate the impact of Christianity on western culture and today's beliefs and practices. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Apart from contributing to civilization in the west, the influence of Christianity went ahead to bring rise to Islamic and Arab civilization. Nestorian Christians were crucial players in the translation of Greek Philosophers’ works into Syriac during the Umayyad and Abbasid periods.  Most of the laws today are based on the Christian Law of God. Similar instances are laws that prohibit killing, stealing, punishment, paying of taxes (Jesus asked Christians to give to Caesar what belonged to him) and any more. Critics have questioned some of the Christian practices like slavery and capital punishment in the bible, but those are only a few instances. Others argue that modern civilization came from a pagan point of view due to the massive influence of scientific principles and practices which at times contradicts Christianity. However, when we look at culture in general, we can agree that indeed Christianity played the most significant role in shaping today's western culture. Christianity was the primary agent that organized societies towards a common way of life that later spewed into capitalism, industrial revolutions, and modernism. 
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